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BOOK REVIEWS

The Use of Secondary Surfaces for Heat Transfer with
Clean Cases: Institution of Mechanical Engineers,
Symposium, 1961, 157 pp., 70s.

Turs book contains the proceedings of a symposium beld
in November 1960 and “arranged by the Institution of
Mechanical Engineers under the aegis of the British
Nuclear Energy Conference.” It consists of twelve
independent papers dealing with the heat-transfer and
pressure-loss performance of the external surfaces of the
various types of finned tubes used in nuclear power-plants
with gas-cooled reactors. Finned tubes are used both in
the reactor itself and in the boiler. In the reactor, the
tubes or “cans” enclose the fuel element and the fins or
“secondary surfaces” are required to improve the heat
transfer to the gas coolant which flows axially in the
annulus between the tube and the surrounding graphite;
the fins also serve to stiffen the fuel can. In the boiler, the
water and steam flow inside the tubes and again it is the
heat transfer between the gas and the external surface of
the tubes that needs to be improved so that once again
fins are required, though in this case the gas flows at
right-angles to the tube axes. In both cases, not only is
good heat transfer required, that is high heat-transfer
coeflicient, large surface area and high fin effectiveness,
but the pressure drop in the gas needs to be low to ensure
low pumping power. These two requirements are of
course broadly incompatible, but without a satisfactory
combination of heat-transfer and pressure-drop perform-
ance, the power plant will be uneconomic, hence the
detailed attention paid to the design and performance of
finned tubes.

Most of the papers deal with the fuel cans, mostly of
the “polyzonal” type in which helical (or axial) splitters
divide the annulus into about four channels in order to
encourage a type of flow in which cool gas from the
outer region of the annulus is made to replace the hot
gas in the region of the fins which are axial (or helical)
and of considerably smaller outside diameter than the
splitters. One paper deals with the case of three or four
such cans inside a single circular channel. There are two
French contributions, one dealing with a type of passage
in which inclined triangular vanes are attached to the
splitters, the fins being circular; the other dealing with a
“herring-bone” type of can in which the periphery of the
can is divided into an even number of zones having helical
fins of opposite turn. There is also a survey paper which
discusses the factors influencing the design of fuel cans
for gas-cooled power reactors.

Of the four of the papers dealing with the performance
of finned tubes in nuclear boilers, one is concerned with
“studded” tubes, the studs actually being thin rectangular
pieces set around the tube at right-angles to its axis and
parallel to the flow, Another deals with helical fins and a

third with circular fins. The fourth deals with the case
when the tubes themselves are coiled into helices of
differing diameters and arranged concentrically, the flow
being parallel to the axis of the helices and substantially
at right-angles to the tube axes.

Most of the papers present both heat-transfer and
pressure-drop data for various geometrical variations of
a basic type. Unfortunately, there is no uniformity of
approach in presentation, the results appearing both as
Stanton and Nusselt numbers, sometimes in combination
with the Prandtl number, and also in other forms, There
is variation too in the form of presentation of the friction
data. Consequently, tedious calculations would be needed
before useful comparisons could be made. When com-~
paring the heat-transfer performances of passages of
such diverse shapes, there seems no good reason for using
either the Stanton number or the Nusselt number, since
we are not particularly interested in the heat-transfer
coefficient on its own but rather in combination with the
surface area. A better basis of presentation would there-
fore be the Number of Transfer Units, in combination
with the Prandtl number where necessary.

Indeed, it must be said that the general impact of this
volume is one of disorder. Several authors use notation
which conflicts with the notation recommended for the
symposium; in one case, the author uses his own notation
extensively in his summary. The title itself is somewhat
misleading since it is not the fact that the gases are clean
that characterizes the papers so much as the fact that the
surfaces have been specially designed to meet the require-
ments of nuclear power-plants. Units vary from paper to
paper and the dimensional constant in Newton’s second
law is editorially stated to be dimensionless! Several of the
photographs cught to have been rejected since they are
quite unhelpful. And it is not a little surprising to find
that several of the papers are without summaries.

One or two of the authors have made brave attempts to
provide some sort of law to cover their range of variables.
However, it seems doubtful whether the data presented
can find any application in their present form outside the
field in which they have arisen, since, although many
geometric and other variables have been considered, the
laws remain highly empirical and particular and the
theoretical basis for extrapolation does not exist.

J. R. SINGHAM

Physicochemical Hydrodynamics. V. G. LevicH, Prentice-
Hall, 1962, 700 pp.

THE publication of this translation from the Russian of
the second edition of Professor V. G. Levich’s mono-~
graph is a most important event. That the author’s
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